
 

Instream Flow Program  

Natural rivers flow freely from precipitation, groundwater, wetlands, 
small streams and lakes. Human influences can change river 
dynamics drastically. In 2002, instream flow pilot studies on the 
Lamprey and Souhegan Rivers began in order to determine how best 
to protect flows so that both human and wildlife needs can be met. 
River-specific flows and management plans to implement those 
flows are developed as part of the studies. 

CSPA Enacted 
Enacted in 1991 to maintain the integrity 
of public waters, the Comprehensive 
Shoreland Protection Act created 
standards for development within 250’ of 
the water’s edge. These standards 
protect and preserve the valuable and 
fragile shorelands and quality of public 
waters for the greatest public benefit.  

CSPA 
Expanded 

The Comprehensive 
Shoreland Protection Act 
expands to protect land 
along the rivers' edges.   

Awards for LACs 
President's Volunteer Service Award 

Spirit of NH Volunteer Champion Award 

Lamprey ISF   
NOAA awards a federal 
grant to start pilot study. 

Protected River 
Sign Program 

Beginning in 2004, signs were 
placed at significant road 
crossings to tell the public of river 
designations.  

State & Local Cooperation Protecting NH Rivers 

 The Rivers Management and Protection Act of 1988 (RSA 
483) established the New Hampshire River Management and 
Protection Program (RMPP), a statewide rivers program.  
The purpose of the RMPP is to protect our state's significant 
river resources for the benefit of present and future 
generations.   Protected rivers, called designated rivers, are 
selected for their outstanding natural and cultural resources. 
 Through a unique combination of state and local resource 
management and protection, the state designates significant 

rivers and protects instream flow values while local entities 
develop and adopt river corridor management plans 
protecting shorelines and adjacent lands.    Administered by 
the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
(DES) and staffed by a rivers coordinator, the RMPP  works 
closely with the Rivers Management Advisory Committee 
(RMAC), also established by RSA 483. The RMAC members 
represent a wide range of river interests and work closely 
with DES in an advisory capacity. 

Beth Patrino 
Coordinator: 1989-1990 

Rep. Kappler, Gov. Lynch & Sen. Fuller-
Clark celebrate the Cocheco designation. 

Squamscott River 
The Squamscott (above) and  1.8 miles of the 
Lamprey Rivers become the first designated 
tidal rivers after the Legislature allows for 
their inclusion in the RMPP. 

Local River Management Advisory Committees 
 At the heart of the local level involvement are the Designated River Local River Management 
Advisory Committees (LACs).  LAC members are concerned citizens appointed from a broad 
range of interests to develop and implement a river corridor management plan. LACs use the 
management plan to advise the river corridor communities, DES and other state and federal 
agencies on ways to preserve and protect of the river and its outstanding characteristics and 
resources.   LAC members meet monthly to review permit applications that could alter the 
resource value for which their river was designated.  Outside of meetings, LAC volunteers 
perform site visits, perform water quality monitoring, host river festivals and conduct many other 
activities to protect the character of their designated river. 

As of 2013:    
  1000 miles of designated rivers 
  126 towns, places & State Parks 
  23 Local Advisory Committees  
  250+ volunteer LAC members 

 Flood Management Study Commission 
In 2007, the Legislature established a commission to develop a comprehensive 
plan for New Hampshire that describes possible measures to minimize flood 
impacts and to abate future flooding problems. 

Barrington students urge 
Legislators to protect the Isinglass. 

The Swift River is a 
outstanding natural 
resource of the Mt. 
Washington Valley   

FEH Program 
Fluvial Erosion Hazard 
Program (FEH) begins as a 
collaboration between 
RMPP & NH Geological 
Survey.  FEH is funded by 
the Department of Safety. 

Dave Neils 
Coordinator: 2001-2002 

 Major Floods 
2005: Cold River & Warren Brook in Alstead  
2006: Mother's Day Flood: Salmon Falls, 

Piscataquog & Suncook Rivers 
2007: Patriot's Day Flood: Salmon Falls , 

Cocheco, Oyster, Contoocook Rivers & 
Piscataquog Rivers 

 

Cost of damage from three flood 
events=$60 million 

Jim MacCartney 
Coordinator: 1993-2001 

Katherine (Ueland) Groves 
Coordinator: 1990-1993 

Steve Couture 
Coordinator: 2002-2011 

Laura Weit-Marcum 
Acting Coordinator: 2009-2010 

Jacquie Colburn 
Current Coordinator: 2011-Present 

 Souhegan ISF  
State of NH funds the pilot study  

VRAP launches 
In 1998, The Volunteer River 
Assessment Program (VRAP) 
staff began training citizens 
to sample river water quality, 
giving all a better 
understanding of the river's 
health. 

The Lamprey Watershed  
becomes the first comprehensive  
watershed designation. 

In 2011, the Ammonoosuc 
River floods after Tropical 
Storm Irene  passes over the 
region. 

The Oyster River is home to unique 
features like the Spruce Hole Aquifer 
an undisturbed kettle-hole bog.  

Rivers Management 
Advisory Committee  

Established in 1989, the RMAC works with 
DES to administer the Rivers Management 
and Protection Program (RMPP). The 
Governor & Council appointed committee is 
comprised of 17 members representing 
business, agriculture, hydroelectric, municipal 
government, water supply, conservation, 
recreation, fish and game, and state agencies. 
The RMAC reviews proposed river 
nominations and reports to the Commissioner 
on the merit of the nominations.  The RMAC 
has advised DES on instream flow rules and 
reviews and comments on the disposal of 
State-owned river front property . 

 Dam Removal Program 
The Dam Removal & River Restoration Program aids dam owners and 
communities to bring significant environmental, economic and social benefits by 
removing dams when dam maintenance outweighs a dam’s benefits. 

NH Rivers Council  
First organized as the New Hampshire Rivers 
Campaign in 1985, the New Hampshire Rivers 
Council is a united voice for the protection of our 
rivers.   The Rivers Campaign helped establish the 
Rivers Management and Protection Program in 
1988 and guided the first river nominations into 
the new state rivers protection program.  

In 2003, the 2nd phase of the "What's Our 
Water Worth" study showed just how 
valuable NH waterways are to the state. 

The Packard Hill Covered Bridge 
over the Mascoma River 

The Lamprey River 
supplies water for local 
towns and is an 
irreplaceable habitat 
for many endangered 
species.   

The Contoocook River offers great 
fishing, boating & birding opportunities 

This bridge over 
the Pemigewasset 
River is the only 
remaining pumpkin 
seed bridge in New 
Hampshire. 

The Homestead 
Dam on the 
Ashuelot River 
before and after 
dam removal. 

The Upper Merrimack River looking 
north from the Route 3 bridge. 

1997 - 2010 


